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distances to the closest hospital, many
uninsured or underinsured residents,
and a larger number of aging residents
with chronic conditions.

Another issue is simply the lack of
doctors and providers. There are only
40 physicians for every 100,000 people in
rural America. This leads to unserved
patients and overworked medical pro-
fessionals.

One way to address these issues is
through telemedicine. Telemedicine
can reduce healthcare barriers, in-
crease access, and bolster convenience
for millions of Americans.

Telemedicine is critical in ensuring
increased access to care for Americans
who live many miles away from a hos-
pital or a doctor’s office. It can also
make a difference in the lives of lim-
ited-mobility Americans, like those
who may be elderly or living with dif-
ferent types of disabilities.

Another way to improve the health
of rural Americans who may be consid-
ered low-income is to address out-of-
pocket costs for Medicaid expenses.

Something that needs to be addressed
for seniors in not only rural America
but also across the country is the mis-
use of direct and indirect remunera-
tion, or DIR, and how it has impacted
the part D drug plans. Over the years,
DIR has become a catchall for phar-
macy fees, which has unfairly shifted
additional costs onto Medicaid pa-
tients.

While progress has been made with
the 2018 Medicare part D pricing rule,
there is still much more to be done.
That is why I cosponsored H.R. 1034,
the Phair Pricing Act. This bill di-
rectly addresses necessary reforms to
DIR fees by doing four key things.

First, the Phair Pricing Act will re-
quire all price concessions between a
pharmacy and a pharmacy benefits
manager be included at the point of
sale to decrease patient costs.

Second, the bill will realign market
incentives to ensure patients have ac-
cess to and receive the best possible
care.

Third, the Phair Pricing Act will di-
rect the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to establish a working
group of stakeholders to create quality
measures based on a pharmacy’s prac-
tice.

Lastly, the bill would ensure phar-
macy benefits managers disclose all
fees, price concessions, and programs
to the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services.

Mr. Speaker, rural Americans de-
serve the best medical care available,
and we can improve options for them
and for all Americans through com-
monsense, bipartisan solutions like in-
vestments in telemedicine and legisla-
tion like the Phair Pricing Act.

———

STREAMLINING NATURAL
DISASTER RESPONSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise because I love my coun-
try, and I rise today with a very special
message concerning some of the disas-
ters that confront us in this country.

I rise because, last night, this House
passed H.R. 3702. This was a piece of
legislation designed to deal with emer-
gency management after these disas-
ters. It is styled the Reforming Dis-
aster Recovery Act of 2019.

This is an important piece of legisla-
tion that passed, and because it has
passed the House, it is most appro-
priate that we do several things. The
first is to acknowledge the support
that it had in the House and give
thanks to those who have supported
the legislation. I have to thank all the
290 Members of this House who voted to
support this legislation—290 Members.
It was bipartisan.

Mrs. ANN WAGNER was the Repub-
lican lead on this bill, and she did great
work in bringing along the bipartisan
effort that was necessary to pass the
legislation—Mrs. ANN WAGNER, a coO-
sponsor of the legislation to deal with
natural disasters.

I would also like to thank my chair-
woman of the Financial Services Com-
mittee, the Honorable MAXINE WATERS,
who fought fearlessly to help us get
this passed.

But I cannot do this without ac-
knowledging the ranking member, the
Honorable Mr. MCHENRY, who also
fought to get it passed. In fact, it
passed out of the committee unani-
mously because of WATERS and
MCHENRY, and because of the Honor-
able ANN WAGNER. It passed out of the
committee unanimously.

The bill came to the floor, and again,
290 of the Members of this Congress
voted for it. I salute all the persons
who helped to make this possible.

Just a quick word about the bill, and
5 minutes is not nearly enough to
thank all the people associated with it.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
a long list of persons, not the least of
which, of course, will be the staff.

Rep. Wagner, Chair Waters and Ranking
Member McHenry, Leaders Hoyer and
McCarthy, Democratic and Republican Staff,
Office of Inspector General, Department of
Housing and Urban Development; Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development Dr. Ben
Carson, Chair DeFazio and Ranking Member
Sam Graves, Chair Lowey and Ranking
Member Kay Granger, Houston Mayor Syl-
vester Turner, Harris County Judge Hidalgo,
Harris County Commissioner Rodney Ellis,
Harris County Commissioner Adrian Garcia.
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National Housing Resource Center.

National Fair Housing Alliance.

National Low Income Housing Coalition.

Disaster Housing Recovery Coalition, 800+
members, including: The Arc of the United
States, Autistic Self Advocacy Network,
Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities
Housing Task Force, Disaster Law Project,
Enterprise Community Partners, Fair Share
Housing Center, Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national, Hispanic Federation, Local Initia-
tives Support Coalition, National Associa-
tion of Councils on Developmental Disabil-
ities, National Coalition for Healthy Hous-
ing, National Community Development Asso-
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ciation, National Law Center on Homeless-
ness & Poverty, Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica, Texas Low Income Housing Information
Service.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the staff really worked diligently and
tirelessly to get this bill passed as well.

But the bill itself, after natural dis-
asters in this country, we have been
relegated to starting a process to ac-
cord various areas in the country that
are impacted funding to help them re-
build, to help them restore order to
their lives.

In doing this, we have not codified
the methodology by which we would
perfect the assistance that is needed.
We never codified it. Twenty-six years
ago, HUD received the responsibility to
respond, but we didn’t give any codified
rules.

The HUD OIG indicated that there
was a necessity to codify some rules so
that we could respond in a timely man-
ner but, also, do it in an efficacious
manner such that we would not re-
invent the wheel each and every time,
which is what we have been doing, rein-
venting the wheel.

Well, this bill does that. It codifies
the whole process of dealing with man-
agement after a disaster.

FEMA deals with the emergency side
of it, in terms of an immediate re-
sponse, providing persons with some-
place to live, providing persons with
the necessities of life. But the long-
term response is what HUD deals with.

Under this long-term response legis-
lation that we passed yesterday, HUD
now can work with municipalities di-
rectly, in some cases. If a municipality
has demonstrated that it can handle
large sums of money, then funding can
go from the Congress to the munici-
pality, as opposed to some other agen-
cy within the State and then trickle
down to that municipality.

Houston, Texas, by way of example,
has demonstrated that it can handle
these large sums of money. They have
a great accounting department. Mayor
Turner is there, and he has done an
outstanding job.

With this kind of opportunity to get
direct funding, people will receive help
more efficaciously. They will receive it
immediately.

Also, in small areas of the country,
small cities, they will get a better un-
derstanding of how they can approach
this process and how they can get the
funding accorded them in a faster way.

The bill really is something that has
been needed, not only for the hurri-
canes and the flooding but also for the
tornadic activities, for the earthquakes
that will visit some parts of the coun-
try, and for the fires that we will have.

This legislation is meaningful, and I
will say more about it in the future.

—————

MOVING IMPEACHMENT
GOALPOSTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BYRNE) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, I must rise again because, like
so many times before, the goalposts for
impeaching President Trump have
moved. At this rate, NANCY PELOSI
must be any field goal kicker’s worst
nightmare.

Since literally day one, it has been
abundantly clear that the far-left
members of a so-called squad have been
moving this Democratic majority clos-
er to impeaching the President. They
don’t care why or how. They don’t care
what evidence, real or imagined, is
used. They care only about the end re-
sult: impeaching President Trump so
that he will not win reelection.

As this radical faction gains domi-
nance in the Democratic Party, Speak-
er PELOSI has tried every justification
in the book to impeach this President.

We were told for years that we would
get to impeachment from the Mueller
report. They said just wait, wait till
the report. It is going to show Russian
collusion.

Well, 2 years and millions of dollars
down the drain, Mueller showed no col-
lusion.
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The Democrat narrative quickly
turned towards ‘‘obstruction of jus-
tice,” but that, too, fell flat.

But then, Mr. Speaker, the majority
got a mnew gift, the whistleblower.
Never mind he had no firsthand knowl-
edge of what he blew the whistle on;
never mind he is a partisan Democrat;
never mind he worked with ADAM
SCHIFF on his new allegations against
President Trump.

It was campaign finance violations.
Well, that didn’t work. So then it was
quid pro quo. For weeks, that is all the
majority talked about.

Not anymore. Apparently, Mr.
Speaker, some highly paid political
consultants warned Speaker PELOSI
that quid pro quo did not resonate with
the American people. So now it seems
they have moved on to another version
of impeachment that tested best in
their focus groups, the mnefarious-
sounding ‘‘bribery.’”’ It is bribery. That
is what we will impeach President
Trump on.

Well, Mr. Speaker, I think my friends
on the other side need to dust off their
law books because, unfortunately for
their latest impeachment fantasy, brib-
ery isn’t just some word. It is a real
crime with a real definition, and it is
one this majority cannot prove.

You see, bribery occurs when an indi-
vidual ‘‘corruptly” links receiving
something of value in exchange for an
official government action.

I say to the majority, show me how
asking Ukraine to look into the 2016
election and into the sketchy dealings
of Hunter Biden is acting corruptly.
Because I will tell you what: I will
show you evidence that Ukrainian offi-
cials were working to boost Secretary
Clinton, and I will show you evidence
that the Obama administration itself
was concerned about Hunter Biden’s
deals.
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I think most Americans will say
maybe the President of the United
States should be looking into these
things. I think they will say we want
the President looking into possible cor-
ruption in our government and inter-
ference in our elections.

More importantly, I say to the ma-
jority, show me how President Trump
linked aid to these investigations.

Mr. Speaker, President Trump’s
phone call with Ukraine’s President
Zelensky—you know, the one that the
whistleblower blew the whistle on—it
is on the internet. Everyone can read
it, and I hope that they will, because
nowhere in that call did President
Trump ever link any aid to Ukraine in
exchange for anything. The President
did not one time—not one time—even
mention any kind of hold on the aid,
not once.

This is not bribery. This is not im-
peachable conduct. Yet here we are
trying to remove the President of the
United States, the leader of this coun-
try, the man chosen by the voters, over
these newest allegations.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
see past this charade. They know that
this is a partisan political scheme. And
at this point, I think most people who
are paying attention, those who
haven’t tuned out, know this is just the
latest effort by Democrats to throw
something at the wall and see it if
sticks.

President Trump has committed no
“bribery, treason, or high crimes and
misdemeanors’ the only offenses that
the Constitution says warrant im-
peachment.

I ask the majority, when do we stop
and get back to the business of the
American people?

———
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to represent the Third Congres-
sional District of Ohio. Unfortunately,
my district, the State, and the Nation
are no stranger to senseless gun vio-
lence, lack of affordable housing, and
quality healthcare.

I rise today, again, to say enough is
enough.

I rise to mourn the 13,200 men,
women, and children who have been
victims of gun violence this year.

The time for only thoughts and pray-
ers is over. It is time for serious, hard-
hitting policy and change. I call on my
colleagues to support my legislation,
H.R. 287, the SAFER Now Act.

Safer America for Everyone Right
Now is comprehensive and pulls to-
gether the most forward-thinking poli-
cies in one package. It would, Mr.
Speaker, require background checks,
prohibit the sale of semiautomatic as-
sault weapons, make trafficking in
firearms a stand-alone criminal of-
fense, prohibit the possession of fire-
arms by a person who has been con-
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victed of stalking, and bans bump
stocks.

Let’s pass this bill and the two gun
reform bills already waiting on Senate
action.

My first-ever floor speech, when
elected to Congress, was on gun vio-
lence. Since then, I sponsored and
helped sponsor and pass commonsense
gun laws, proudly received an F rating
from the NRA, participated in the 24-
hour gun reform sit-in, marched with
Moms Demand Action and stood with
Students Demand Action for gun re-
form, and more.

I am calling on the Governor of Ohio,
city mayors, State representatives,
city council, community leaders, and
others to demand action to make our
communities safer, get guns off the
street, train and put neighborhood po-
lice back in our communities, call
upon the soon-to-be new police chief of
Columbus to first patrol our inner-city
neighborhoods, know our community,
hold police officers accountable, and
support reducing gun violence—because
enough is enough.

LACK OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, lack of
affordable housing is an issue.

The Columbus area is the most ex-
pensive region for housing in Ohio. A
person would have to work a minimum
wage of over $18 per hour to afford a
two-bedroom apartment. We are fight-
ing to only get a $15-per-hour minimum
wage.

I recently convened an Affordable
Housing Summit to discuss this crit-
ical issue with 36 stakeholders, toured
the district, and, in that evening, was
joined by some 400 constituents to have
a community conversation, hearing
firsthand from them about affordable
housing issues.

We know that young people and Afri-
can Americans are disproportionately
affected by this housing shortage. Too
many young people, too many seniors,
too many veterans, and too many fami-
lies are facing homelessness.

Columbus and our suburban areas are
continuing to grow. We need to ensure
that all of our residents can grow and
prosper.

Call to action: I recently passed a bill
for FHA first-time home buyers to get
a reduction on their mortgage insur-
ance for taking a financial literacy
course. It passed the House. Now let’s
call on the Senate to pass it.

We must increase the supply of equi-
table opportunities to access affordable
housing, call on the banks to design
CRA projects with their bank-owned
houses, raise bond financing, expand
abatement housing buyouts, increase
Federal funding, hire a housing czar in
my district, and support State housing
tax credits.

I will continue to work with stake-
holders to address this affordable hous-
ing crisis.

AFFORDABLE QUALITY HEALTHCARE

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, lastly
today, I rise for access to affordable
and quality healthcare for my con-
stituents and all Americans: Too many
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